
DEFINITIONS 

R e f u g e e :  a person who is  forced to  f lee their  own country  and seek refuge in
another  country ,  but  who cannot  return to  their  own country  because they
fear  persecut ion.  This  persecut ion must  be based on at  least  one of  the
fol lowing grounds:  race,  re l igion,  nat ional i ty ,  pol i t ical  opinion or
membership of  a  part icular  social  group ( for  example,  LGBTQIA+ people or
women) .  

A s y l u m  s e e k e r :  a person seeking internat ional  protect ion,  but  whose
appl icat ion for  refugee status or  other  protect ion has not  yet  been examined.

S u b s i d i a r y  p r o t e c t i o n :  a form of  protect ion which may be granted to  a
person who does not  meet  the condit ions for  refugee status,  but  who is  at
r isk  in  their  country  of  or igin of  the death penalty  or  execut ion,  torture,
inhuman treatment ,  etc .

S P A D A  :  the Structures  de Premier  Accuei l  des Demandeurs  d 'Asi le  (F i rst
Recept ion Structures  for  Asylum Seekers) ,  general ly  run by associat ions,  are
responsible  for  guiding asylum seekers  and helping them to obtain an
appointment  with the GUDA.  

G U D A  :  the Guichets  Unique des Demandeurs  d 'Asi le ,  located in  the
Prefecture,  are  staf fed by agents  f rom the Prefecture and the OFI I .

O F I I  :  The Off ice f rançais  de l ' immigrat ion et  de l ' intégrat ion (French Off ice
for  Immigrat ion and Integrat ion) ,  under  the author i ty  of  the Ministry  of  the
Inter ior ,  is  responsible  for  the in i t ia l  recept ion of  asylum seekers .  I ts  role  is
to  interview each asylum seeker  to  determine whether  he or  she is
vulnerable,  and then to  of fer  sui table  accommodation or  support  at  the
recept ion centre .

O F P R A  :  The Off ice Français  de Protect ion des Réfugiés  et  Apatr ides (French
Off ice for  the Protect ion of  Refugees and Stateless  Persons)  examines the
asylum appl icat ion,  through an interview with the asylum seeker ,  and
determines whether  they meet  the cr i ter ia  for  refugee status or  subsidiary
protect ion.  

C N D A  :  when OFPRA rejects  an asylum seeker 's  appl icat ion,  the person
concerned has the r ight  to  request  an appeal ,  i .e .  to  oppose this  refusal :  th is
appeal  is  examined by the Cour  Nat ionale  du Droit  d 'Asi le  (CNDA).  



Applying for  asylum is  a  r ight  guaranteed by the Geneva
Convent ion.  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  i s  f u l l  o f
p i t f a l l s :  dif f icul t ies  in  accessing informat ion and accommodation,
language barr iers ,  lack of  f inancial  resources,  etc .

A p p l y i n g  f o r  a s y l u m  i s  a  l o n g  a n d  t e s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s ,  who not  only  have to  open up about  their  t raumas in  f ront
of  st rangers ,  but  a lso adapt  to  European cultural  expectat ions
(posture,  emotions,  manner  of  expression,  etc . ) .

D u r i n g  t h e  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  l i e s
w i t h  t h e  a s y l u m  s e e k e r :  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  i t  i s  u p  t o  h i m  o r  h e r  t o
p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  w h a t  h e  o r  s h e  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  But
very  often there is  no proof ,  which makes the procedure more
dif f icul t .  
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I n  2 0 2 3 ,  F r a n c e  r e c o r d e d  1 6 7 , 0 0 0  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  including
21,896 new appl icat ions.

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  9 6 5 , 6 6 5  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n
U n i o n ,  out  of  a  total  European populat ion of  447,033,117.

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  3 3 %  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  O F P R A  w e r e  a c c e p t e d .33%

4,2 I n  2 0 2 3 ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d  b y  O F P R A  i n  a n  a v e r a g e
o f  4 . 2  m o n t h s  ( c o m p a r e d  w i t h  5 . 2  m o n t h s  i n  2 0 2 2 ) .

167
000

KEY FIGURES

ISSUES

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e ,  v i s i t
t h e  O f p r a  w e b s i t e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . o f p r a . g o u v . f r / e n / a p p l y i n g - a s y l u m

A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f
p e o p l e  i n  e x i l e  a n d  m i g r a n t s :   h t t p s : / / w w w . a m n e s t y . o r g / f r / w h a t -
w e - d o /  

A c t i o n  C o n t r e  l a  F a i m  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  s u r v e y  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p
w i t h  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i n
F r a n c e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . a c t i o n c o n t r e l a f a i m . o r g / e n /

RESOURCES

https://www.ofpra.gouv.fr/en/applying-asylum
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/what-we-do/
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/what-we-do/
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/what-we-do/
https://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/en/


ASYLUM APPLICATIONS IN FRANCE

P r e - r e c e p t i o n  i n  S P A D A

Asylum appl icat ion form
Making an appointment  at  the GUDA

M e e t i n g  a t  t h e  G U D A

P r é f e c t u r e  :
registrat ion of  the
appl icat ion
f ingerpr int ing
interview to retrace
history  

O F I I  :  
vulnerabi l i ty
assessment  
access to  mater ia l
recept ion condit ions :

a l lowance
accommodation 

M e e t i n g  a t  O F P R A

N e g a t i v e  a n s w e r

N o  a p p e a l
l o d g e d

A p p e a l
b e f o r e

t h e  C N D A

Order  to
leave the
country
(OQTF)

P o s i t i v e
a n s w e r

N e g a t i v e
a n s w e r  

P o s i t i v e  a n s w e r

t h e  p e r s o n  i s
g r a n t e d  r e f u g e e
s t a t u s :  they receive a
10-year  residence
permit   
t h e  p e r s o n  r e c e i v e s
s u b s i d i a r y
p r o t e c t i o n :  they
receive a  temporary
card (maximum 4
years)  

Refugee
status /
subsidiary
protect ion  


