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According to  recent  UNICEF f igures ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 2  m i l l i o n  g i r l s
a r e  m a r r i e d  e a c h  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 .  T h a t ' s  1  g i r l
e v e r y  3  s e c o n d s !

4 %  o f  i m m i g r a n t  w o m e n  l i v i n g  i n  F r a n c e  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  n o n -
c o n s e n s u a l  m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  c o n c e r n s  2 %  o f  i m m i g r a n t  d a u g h t e r s
b o r n  i n  F r a n c e  a g e d  b e t w e e n  2 6  a n d  5 0 .

I n  8 2 %  o f  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s ,  t h e  g i r l  w a s  u n d e r a g e .  Early  marr iages
therefore af fect  both gir ls  and boys,  but  are  more common among
gir ls .

82%

70 000
I n  F r a n c e ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a r o u n d  7 0 , 0 0 0  m i n o r s  a r e  a t  r i s k
o f  b e i n g  f o r c e d  i n t o  m a r r i a g e  dur ing their  l ives .

12 
millions

F o r c e d  o r  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s  h a v e  b o t h  h a r m f u l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  :
o n  t h e  v i c t i m s  :  s o c i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  (such as  isolat ion,  domest ic
violence or  dropping out  of  school) ,  a n d  h e a l t h  c o n s e q u e n c e s
(such as  ear ly  pregnancy and the r isk  of  contract ing sexual ly
transmitted diseases)
a n d  o n  s o c i e t y :  increased structural  instabi l i ty ,  perpetuat ion of
gender  inequal i t ies ,  etc .

DEFINITIONS 
F o r c e d  m a r r i a g e  :  a n y  u n i o n ,  whether  c iv i l ,  re l igious or  customary,  i n  w h i c h
a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  p e r s o n s  h a s  n o t  g i v e n  t h e i r  f r e e  a n d  f u l l  c o n s e n t
t o  t h e  u n i o n ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h r e a t s  a n d / o r  v i o l e n c e  i n  o r d e r
t o  f o r c e  h e r  i n t o  t h e  u n i o n .  Such violence and threats  may be directed
against  the v ict im or  against  a  thi rd party  c lose to  the v ict im.

E a r l y  m a r r i a g e  :  a n y  m a r r i a g e  w h e r e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  i s  u n d e r
t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 .  A n  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e  i s  a l w a y s  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r c e d ,  as  a  minor  is
considered incapable of  giv ing consent  to  the marr iage because of  h is  or  her
young age.

KEY FIGURES
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V a r i o u s  m e a n s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  f o r c e  a  p e r s o n  t o  m a r r y :  p h y s i c a l ,
s e x u a l  o r  v e r b a l  v i o l e n c e ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  d e c e p t i o n ,  e t c .  Forced
marr iage often occurs  in  a  context  where other  forms of  v iolence
already exist  in  the family .

F o r c e d  o r  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e  c a n  b e  l i n k e d  t o  f e m a l e  g e n i t a l
m u t i l a t i o n  ( F G M ) :  both are  tools  of  dominat ion that  a im to control
women's  bodies  and sexual i ty  and,  in  many communit ies ,  F G M  i s
s e e n  a s  a  r i t e  o f  p a s s a g e  t o  a d u l t h o o d  a n d  a  ' p r e r e q u i s i t e '  f o r
f o r c e d  o r  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e .

F o r c e d  o r  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s  a r e  c r i m e s  a n d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i f i e d  o r  r e g a r d e d  a s  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s :
t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  l a w  i n  F r a n c e ,  even i f  the
marr iage is  contracted abroad.

RESOURCES

T h e  V o i x  d e  F e m m e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  r u n s  a  h e l p l i n e  f o r  t e e n a g e r s  a t
r i s k  o f  f o r c e d  m a r r i a g e :  h t t p s : / / a s s o - i d f . h u b e r t i n e . f r / v o i x - d e -
f e m m e s  

T h e  G A M S  n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  g u i d a n c e
t o  v i c t i m s  a n d  p e o p l e  a t  r i s k  o f  f o r c e d  a n d / o r  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d
o f f e r s  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l s :
h t t p s : / / f e d e r a t i o n g a m s . o r g /

ISSUES

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  " A r r ê t o n s  l e s  v i o l e n c e s "  w e b s i t e  o f f e r s  s p e c i f i c
r e s o u r c e s  o n  f o r c e d  a n d  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s :
h t t p s : / / a r r e t o n s l e s v i o l e n c e s . g o u v . f r / b e s o i n - d - a i d e / m a r i a g e - f o r c e  

https://asso-idf.hubertine.fr/voix-de-femmes
https://asso-idf.hubertine.fr/voix-de-femmes
https://federationgams.org/
https://arretonslesviolences.gouv.fr/besoin-d-aide/mariage-force

