
DEFINITIONS

G e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  i s  a n y  p r e j u d i c i a l  a c t  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  a
p e r s o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  o r  a s s u m e d  s e x ,  g e n d e r ,  g e n d e r
i d e n t i t y  o r  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Any act  of  v iolence that  may cause
physical ,  sexual ,  psychological  or  economic harm or  suf fer ing,
including the threat  of  such acts ,  is  considered to  be gender-based
violence.

KEY FIGURES

33%

213 000 E v e r y  y e a r ,  2 1 3 , 0 0 0  w o m e n  i n  F r a n c e  s u f f e r  p h y s i c a l  a n d / o r
s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  c u r r e n t  o r  f o r m e r  p a r t n e r .  

3 3 %  o f  w o m e n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  p h y s i c a l  a n d / o r  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e .

G e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  c a n  t a k e  m a n y  f o r m s  
p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e :  beat ings,  burns,  prevent ing s leep,  etc .
v e r b a l  v i o l e n c e :  shout ing,  insults ,  etc .
s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e :  rape,  sexual  assault ,  excis ion,  etc .
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  v i o l e n c e :  humil iat ion,  bel i t t l ing,  not  speaking,  etc .
c y b e r - v i o l e n c e :  non-consensual  disseminat ion of  int imate sexual
content ,  onl ine harassment ,  etc .
g y n a e c o l o g i c a l  v i o l e n c e :  smear  tests  without  consent ,  refusal  of
abort ion,  etc .
e c o n o m i c  v i o l e n c e :  checking bank accounts ,  g iv ing money in
dr ibs  and drabs,  etc .
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e :  conf iscat ion of  papers ,  refusal  of
passport ,  etc .

I n  F r a n c e ,  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d
p h y s i c a l  a n d / o r  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e i r  p a r t n e r
o r  e x - p a r t n e r  h a v e  n o t  s o u g h t  a n y  h e l p  ( c o n s u l t e d  a  d o c t o r ,
s p o k e n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a b o u t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  m e t  w i t h
a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  e t c . ) .
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G e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a n  i m b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r .  I t
is  used to  humil iate  and make a  person or  group of  people feel
infer ior .

RESOURCES

T h e  " A r r ê t o n s  l e s  v i o l e n c e s "  p l a t f o r m  o f f e r s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r
v i c t i m s ,  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s :
h t t p s : / / a r r e t o n s l e s v i o l e n c e s . g o u v . f r /

G e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  h a s  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  a l l
a r e a s  o f  v i c t i m s '  l i v e s :  social  l i fe ,  economic s i tuat ion,  physical ,
mental ,  sexual  and reproduct ive health,  etc .

G e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  i s  l i n k e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  b y  a
c o n t i n u u m ,  a  l ink which means that  the smal lest  acts  of
v iolence give r ise  to  increasingly  ser ious acts  of  v iolence.

T h e  N o u s  T o u t e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f
i n f o g r a p h i c s  o n  g e n d e r - b a s e d  v i o l e n c e  i n  F r a n c e :
h t t p s : / / w w w . n o u s t o u t e s . o r g / s i n f o r m e r /

T h e  w e b s i t e  v i o l e n c e s - s e x u e l l e s . i n f o  p r o v i d e s  a  w e a l t h  o f
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e :  h t t p s : / / v i o l e n c e s -
s e x u e l l e s . i n f o /  

KEY FIGURES

3 7 %  o f  F r e n c h  w o m e n  s a y  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a
" s i t u a t i o n  o f  n o n - c o n s e n t " .37%

ISSUES

https://arretonslesviolences.gouv.fr/
https://www.noustoutes.org/sinformer/
https://violences-sexuelles.info/
https://violences-sexuelles.info/
https://violences-sexuelles.info/


PROBLÉMATIQUES

THE CONTINUUM OF VIOLENCE

B e l i e f s ,  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e s

    Str ict  gender  roles ,  object i f icat ion of  women,
normal isat ion of  v iolence. . .

S e x i s t  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  r e m a r k s
 

    Sexist  jokes,  heavy-handed f l i r t ing,  
rape jokes rape jokes,  making vict ims 

feel  gui l ty . . .

S e x i s t  o f f e n c e s
 

 Insults ,  non-consensual  
sexual  touching. . .

H a r a s s m e n t
 

Blackmai l ,  s t reet  harassment ,  
sending unacknowledged 

sexual  photos. . .  

S e x u a l  
a s s a u l t s

 

  Unconsented sexual
touching 

C r i m e s

Rape,  
incest  

femicide,  
paedo-cr ime. . .


